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MERCHANTS' ANXIETY
We see that the merchant class feels apprehensive at present.
The merchants fear that the present struggle will ruin business.
This is not a correct view. The struggle is not directed against
trade or traders; it is for the benefit of trade. Today, out of every
hundred rupees, the traders themselves earn only five and send the
rest out of the country. If the present struggle succeeds, they will
retain all the hundred or keep five for themselves and let ninety-
five reach the homes of the poor.
Businessmen need only to be fearless, to have confidence and
take a little risk. It is not that the Government encourages trade;
it encourages slavery and, at most, brokerage. For every Indian
whom it allows to be a millionaire, it helps a hundred others in
Europe to be so. I hope businessmen who understand this plain
reasoning will plunge headlong into the struggle; if the trading
class plays its part well, there will be an early end to this struggle
and the traders themselves, as also the rest of the country, will be
able to carry on their normal work in peace.
The cloth merchants will have to show more courage than
others. They should give up trade in foreign and mill cloth and
should sell pure khadi only. Honest trade in khadi also can
flourish; it will provide livelihood to hundreds and thus promote
the welfare of the people. One need not assume that businessmen
can never remain honest. They will see from experience that, if
they set a limit to their profits, they will never have to resort to
untruth.
[From Gujarati]
Jfavajivan, 5-3-1922
5.   FOREWORD
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
March 59  1922
Typed copies of Mr. Badrul Hassan's chapters on the Drink
and Drug Evil have lain on my desk for over three months. I
had hoped to be able to go through them and write a fairly long
foreword, and in that hope I have been postponing writing the
foreword. I must no longer do so,
Mr. Badrul Hassan was for many months assisting me in
bringing out Young India from week to week. The readers of
Toung India will recall his chapters on the Alcohol and Opium
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